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	HANDLING VERBAL MEDICATION ORDERS



If medication needs to be administered before a Doctor is able to visit, it is possible that the Doctor may wish to give a verbal prescription over the telephone.

If the resident has a stock of the ordered medicine, the following procedure must be followed:

1. The Doctor should give the verbal prescription over the telephone to the qualified nurse on duty. She should write it onto the MAR sheet as the doctor speaks
2. The nurse will record the date and time of the prescription and will initial it
3. The doctor should visit within one week, or sooner if possible, and must check and sign the MAR sheet
However, if the resident does not have available stock of the verbal prescription then the doctor must send a new prescription to the pharmacy.  Under no circumstances can a medicine be used from another persons supply.
/


