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	PROCESS FOR DISPOSAL OF UNWANTED MEDICATIONS 



1. A pharmaceutical bin will be held in the pharmacy, which is locked at all times
2. The Registered nurse on duty will hold this key
3. All unwanted medications will be disposed of using the following guidelines. Once these steps have been followed the medication may then be placed in the pharmaceutical bin
All liquid medications must remain in the containers in which they were dispensed

Tablets in blister packs must remain in their foil packets. The foil packets may be removed from the plastic blister containers

Loose medication should be place in small plastic bags
A returns list must be completed for all unwanted medication to provide an audit trail
4. Controlled Drug disposal should be as follows:
Controlled drugs must be neutralised before placing in the bin by utilising “Single Use Kit”

Controlled drugs are placed in neutralising jar up to half way mark, the jar is then filled with water
Liquid controlled drugs are treated in the same way, the liquid is poured into the box to the half way mark and water is added

Transdermal patches should be cut up and treated in exactly the same way

The jars are then placed in the pharmaceutical bin.

All Controlled drugs for disposal must be checked by two senior members of the care staff team (Level III or above)

The controlled drugs register must be signed by the same two people 
5. The pharmaceutical bins will be collected 4 times per year by Phs Group (as per contract) The driver will telephone the Nursing Home 24 hours prior to his proposed collection to ensure all is ready

REFERENCES:

Phs Contract

Department of Health Guidelines

